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This class will introduce students to qualitative methods of research in the
social sciences. Our emphasis in the first half of this class will be on the
gathering of data. We will experiment with structured interviews, unstructured or
informal interviews, oral histories, narratives, group interviews, biographies
observations, participant-observations, documentary records, and organizational
and community studies. The second half of the semester emphasizes methods of
analyzing, theorizing from and writing results from such data. Towards the middle
of the semester, after experimenting with various methods of data collection
students select a project (and a partner) of their choosing and proceed to
collect and (later) analyze these data, leading to the production of a draft
report
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Course Description

We will consider four major issues especially relevant to qualitative research

methods: 1) an introduction to questions of epistemology in social research; 2)

an introduction to strategic logistical and ethical concerns in the conduct of

research; 3) the relevance of personal characteristics?one’ s own and

FEBLE (ZENHEL) informants?in the conduct of research; and 4) appropriate methods of data
Objectives collection

The class will consist mainly of discussions of the readings and designing

debriefing, and critiquing of student exercises and activities. Students’ active

participation in class discussion is mandatory: I expect students to share their

experiences and materials with peers, and to provide helpful feedback and
BEHE critiques to one another

Method of Instruction

Three different kinds of written assignments are required: 1) structured
exercises to provide you with experience in gathering data; 2) copies of
materials and field notes as you work on your original research project; 3) An
original research project (with a partner) utilizing two or more of the data

b A= gathering methods discussed in class
Class Preparation

Readings will be distributed as pdf files. Students are expected to print out all
readings and bring them to class
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Reference Books

2%:1E Course Outline
Introduction and General Overview Midterm exam

%168

Principles of Fieldwork Brainstorming research topics

Varieties of Fieldwork Practicum: data gathering

Sampling Practicum: data gathering

Kinds of data: Observation Practicum: gathering

Kinds of data: Participant Observation Practicum: data gathering

Kinds of data: Informal Interviews Practicum: data gathering

Kinds of data: Formal or Structured Practicum: gathering
Interviews

Kinds of data: Group Interviews Practicum: analysis and theorizing

Kinds of data: Self as data source Practicum: analysis and theorizing

Organizational studies and documents Practicum: analysis and theorizing

Moral and relational questions in field Practicum: writing up and publishing
research

Organizing and Analyzing Data Practicum: writing up and publishing

Developing and Applying Code Categories Presentations

Building Theory Presentations
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FER% 20 EH#AEER % LAR—F% Z D 1th%
Class Evaluation Exam Report Others
Grading will be based on: final research paper (40%), weekly assignments (30%)
active participation in discussions (20%), midterm exam (10%)
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Details

The second half of the semester will be spent discussing and critiquing students
ongoing research projects. The instructor will give much feedback, but students
will also be required to give their peers feedback
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Particular Note

Office hours are Wednesday, 4:00 to 6:00, in Room 616, Building #1.
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Professor Gontact Hours
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